houses, market places, mosques and khans
where shops of jewellers and money chang-
ers were left unfastened. This tran-
quility and prosperity was not due to the
ability of Khalifa Mustansir, but through
the administration of his vazir Al-Yazuri,
a man of humble origin from Yazuri near
Jaffa. He was fired with a zeal to im-
prove the lot of the peasants and the
poor. This once caused him to sell the
government corn reserves at a very IOWT
price, with the consequence that when the
plague followed hard upon the famine,
thousands are said to have died daily.
Yazuri took care not to repeat this mistake
again, so during the time of plenty he laid
up an immense store of corn at Fustat
and also stopped the abominable practice
of usurers and profiteers of buying the
standing crops at low prices. His hatred
for the Copts of Egypt and his inordinate
wealth brought about his downfall and
soon after he was suspected of an intrigue
with Baghdad and was poisoned in 1058
A.D. After him many vazirs came and
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